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COUPLE ACES TOUGH TEST;
TOGETHER THEY FIGHT HIS CANCER, GRADUATE FROM 
OSWEGO STATE
BYLINE: By Edwin Acevedo Staff writer

SECTION: LOCAL; Pg. B1

LENGTH: 620 words

Adam Harrington and Kelly Picunas graduated together Saturday from the State University College at Oswego,
seven months after they originally planned.

Harrington, 24, was diagnosed in January with testicular cancer and withdrew from school.

Picunas, 22, who had been dating Harrington for 41/2 years, cut her classload and put off her own graduation so she 
could be with him during his chemotherapy treatments.

She took notes for him during doctor's visits, when he was too tired or too nauseous to do so himself. She comforted 
him when he feared for his life, sometimes lying in the hospital bed with him as medicine dripped into his chest. 

"I just think, for their youth, they've shown such a mature devotion to each other, even when Adam was sick," said 
Linda Loomis, director of the journalism program at Oswego State.

"She could have graduated in May, you know. She had everything she needed. She just came up to me and said, 
"Adam and I are going to walk through life together so I want us to graduate on the stage together.'

They got to know each other at a party in their hometown of Clayton.

Picunas was a high school senior. Harrington, who had graduated two years before, was about to quit classes at 
Jefferson Community College. They began dating.

"He was a huge help to me while my parents were getting divorced," Picunas said. "After we were together for two 
years, we knew we were going to be together forever."

They attended two weddings for friends. Each time, she caught the bouquet and he caught the garter.

They moved in together. Harrington took a job dispatching tow trucks to emergencies and Picunas enrolled at Oswego 
State.

She urged Harrington to go back to school. He had struggled at JCC, but he enrolled at the Cayuga Community 
College extension in Fulton. For two semesters, he earned straight As.

He transferred to Oswego for four more semesters and was to graduate in May. When they discovered the cancer,
Harrington said life became a blur.

A CT scan found that the cancer spread to his lungs, lymph nodes and into his abdomen. Harrington, a marketing 
major, withdrew from school in the spring semester to undergo three months of aggressive chemotherapy.

Picunas, a journalism major, arranged a schedule with her professors so she could be with Harrington during his 
chemotherapy sessions.

"I kept thinking I was going to die," said Harrington. "Anytime you just hear that word, cancer, you think you're 
going to die. Cancer kills people."

This time, however, it didn't. On March 25, the last day of his chemotherapy treatments, Harrington's family ordered 
Chinese takeout for dinner.



Harrington's fortune cookie read, "Many pleasurable and memorable adventures are in store for you."

With the cancer in remission, Harrington returned to school for his final semester. Picunas took some classes and 
worked as an intern this fall for The Post-Standard.

On Saturday, Harrington graduated cum laude, with a 3.3 grade point average, out of 4.0. Picunas graduated summa 
cum laude, with a grade point average of 3.8.

On Aug.31, just before classes started, Harrington took care of his future.

While he and Picunas were packing their cars to return to Oswego from Clayton, he asked her to check the collar on 
her Yorkshire terrier, Sophie.

Attached with a twist tie was a diamond ring.

She said yes. A 2005 wedding is planned.

December graduation

State University College at Oswego's winter commencement exercises took place Saturday.

Undergraduates: 743

Master's degrees: about 200

Best line: Maria Correa-Gonzalez, in a speech before presenting the Class of 2003 banner, urged her fellow graduates 
to "go and take the world by storm - the Oswego way."
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GRAPHIC: PHOTO; Gary Walts/Staff photographer; OSWEGO STATE graduates Kelly Picunas (center) and Adam 
Harrington look over the program for Saturday's winter commencement with Picunas' mother, Janet. All three are from 
Clayton. Picunas cut her classload and put off her own graduation so she could be with Harrington during his treatment for 
testicular cancer. Color.
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