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The Fulton Junior High football player who police say was held down on the floor by teammates and molested
last week wouldn't leave the locker room until his parents found him about an hour later, they said Saturday.

His parents said the boy was sitting in a puddle of water on the floor in front of a bench, about 20 feet from the
door. His face was pale, his eyes were red, and he was wearing only shorts. They said their son, a modest boy, always
showered in his shorts after football practice.

The victim's parents said their son was held down by three teammates, while a fourth forced his genitals in their
son's mouth and then urinated on him.

The four left the victim there. The parents said the attackers laughed and bragged about what they had done while
sitting in the stands during the seventh-grade modified football game.

All the boys involved in the attack about 4 p.m. Tuesday are eighth-graders. The Post-Standard does not identify
victims of alleged sex crimes.

"It's tearing us apart right now," the victim's father said Saturday, while he and the boy's mother sat at the family's
dining room table. "Where do you place your anger? These are 14-year-old boys."

"What I don't understand is, No. 1, why did this happen?" the victim's mother asked. "And No. 2, why did it happen
to him?"

The victim's mother said she learned of what happened from a friend who overheard talk in the stands while
watching her son play football with the seventh-graders. The friend went to the locker room door and tried to coax the
victim out. He refused. Then the friend called the boy's mother.

After the victim's parents arrived and found their son, they said, they approached two coaches to find out what
happened. Another person told an assistant principal, the parents said. No one took the attack seriously until it was
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reported to police, the parents said.

Police became involved after the mother of one of the boys in the locker room brought her son to the police station.
School officials and Fulton police have been investigating ever since.

Four teens, ages 13 and 14, were charged Friday with sodomy and unlawful imprisonment. In addition, one of the
teens was accused of public lewdness and one was accused of making a false written statement.

The school district has suspended three of the boys, said Bill Lynch, executive director for instruction and
assessment for the Fulton schools. The district's investigation involving the fourth is continuing.

The incident was isolated, a case of horseplay that got out of hand, Lynch said Saturday.

"We have over 4,000 students in the school district," Lynch said. "This incident reflects the poor choices and poor
behavior of four students. That's not to excuse it and we don't condone it. ... The school district views this as a very
serious matter. We see the safety of our students as our primary responsibility."

Lynch has said the district was not fully aware of the seriousness of the incident until Friday.

Because the accused teens are minors, the case will be heard in Family Court, said Fulton police Sgt. Russ Johnson.
Police continued to investigate the case on Saturday and are looking at additional evidence.

County Attorney Bruce N. Clark said Saturday a Family Court judge will determine the facts of the case against the
four boys charged with the crimes. If found guilty, they could spend time in a juvenile detention facility, Clark said. An
adult charged with sodomy and imprisonment could face up to 25 years in state prison.

"They need severe punishment and definitely need psychiatric help," said the victim's father. "They should never be
able to play sports in Fulton again."

The victim's parents said they have yet to receive a letter dated Thursday that describes the district's response to the
incident.

The letter was mailed to all families of junior high students Thursday. Lynch, the father of a junior high student,
said he didn't get his until Saturday.

The family's biggest concern, however, is helping their son recover. He has returned to school, where he is a high
honor roll student, and has rejoined the football team. The family is looking into counseling.

Since the attack, the teen has thrown himself into weight lifting, his parents said.

The father said he had feared his two daughters might become victims of a sex crime, but never his son.

"We've always been a tight, close-knit family," said the victim's mother.

"And we're going to be," said the father.

"Our kids can tell us about anything and everything," the mother said.

"Except that one day," the father said.

The mother paused. "When he couldn't even look us in the face," she said.

District's code of conduct
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Three Fulton Junior High students accused of attacking a teammate in a locker room were suspended Wednesday
for violating the school's code of conduct, district officials have said. The district is investigating allegations against a
fourth student.

To read the school's code of conduct, go to www.fulton.cnyric.org and click on the Fulton Junior High link.
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